
Westminster Shorter Catechism 8 and 9 

 
Question 8:  How doth God execute his decrees? 

Answer:  God executeth his decrees in the works of creation and providence. 

Question 9:  What is the work of creation? 

Answer:  The work of creation is God’s making all things of nothing by the word of his power, in the space of six days and all very 

good. 

I. The sitz im leben (life situation) of readers  

A. For us, evolution is the major competing explanation of how things came to be. 

B. For the Exodus community it was more likely to be the Enuma Elish. 

                  Heidel: 

https://oi.uchicago.edu/sites/oi.uchicago.edu/files/uploads/shared/docs/misc_genesis.pdf 

II. The work of creation 

A. What did God need to accomplish this work? 

B. How did God create this work? 

C. How long did this work take? 

III. The days of creation (Don’t major in the minors) 

A. Six, 24 hour days 

B. Day-age view 

C. Gap Theory 

D. Framework Hypothesis or analogical view 
E. “The meaning of "day" in Gen 1 has been debated in the church at least since the days of 

Augustine. The literary form of the passage in its relation to other scriptures is important for its 

interpretation. Responsible Reformed theologians have differed as to whether Gen 1 teaches a 

young earth or allows for an old earth. While one of these interpretations must be mistaken, we 

believe that either position can be held by faithful Reformed people. 

(J. Gresham Machen "The Christian View of Man," pg. 115) 

IV. Humanity’s pattern and creation’s goal (Major here) 

The following is from 2004 OPC study committee on view of creation: 

https://opc.org/GA/creation.html#Ordinary 

A. Does the candidate affirm the following and can he articulate what he understands 

by them: 

1. creation ex nihilo 

2. the federal headship of Adam 

3. the covenant of works 

4. the doctrine of the Sabbath 

5. the sufficiency and perspicuity of Scripture 

6. the historicity of the creation account 

B. Does the candidate understand and affirm the priority of Scripture in the 

relationship between special and general revelation? 

C. Does the candidate understand and affirm the hermeneutical principles that are 

expressed in Scripture and in the subordinate standards? 

D. Is the candidate able to address and refute the errors of the theory of evolution both 

exegetically and theologically? 

E. Can the candidate articulate and affirm the covenantal structure of the plan of 

redemption as found in Genesis 1–3? 

https://oi.uchicago.edu/sites/oi.uchicago.edu/files/uploads/shared/docs/misc_genesis.pdf
https://opc.org/GA/creation.html#Ordinary

