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• 2 Macc. 12:40-42 

o “Then under the tunic of each one of the dead, they found sacred tokens of the idols of Jamnia, 

which the law forbids the Jews to wear. And it became clear to all that this was the reason 

these men had fallen. So they all blessed the ways of the Lord, the righteous Judge, who reveals 

the things that are hidden; and they turned to supplication, praying that the sin that had been 

committed might be wholly blotted out,” (2 Maccabees 12:40-42a). 

o According to Tim Staples (Roman Catholic Apologist) 

▪ 2 Macc. is Historical and gives an account of what was the common practice of ancient 

Jews. 

▪ Staples contends that the teaching in 2 Macc. is what ancient jews believed and that 

included Jesus & the apostles.  

▪ Mt. 12:13 allegedly teaches that some sins can be forgiven in the next life to people who 

already believed it.  

• And whoever says a word against the Son of man will be forgiven; but whoever 

speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to 

come (Matthew 12:32) 

▪ The fallen soldiers did not commit Mortal Sin 

• “This would be closer to a Christian baseball player believing there is some kind 

of power in his performing superstitious rituals before going to bat than it would 

be to the mortal sin of idolatry. This was, most likely, a venial sin for them.”1 

o Does 2 Macc. Prove Purgatory? 

▪ The fallen in the passage were said to be idolaters, and hence that is why they were 

allowed to be slain.  

▪ Idolatry is a Mortal sin, according to the RCC system 

▪ 2 Macc. plainly says that the fallen were the subjects of God’s wrath, that is, they died 

because there were idolaters. 

▪ Instead of purgatory in this passage, we see a version or a type of belief in 

substitutionary atonement. That is, Judas believed that his noble acts of could benefit 
his slain men 

 

• The Plainest Text – According to Tim Staples – 1 Cor. 3:11-15 

▪ For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now 

if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 

each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be 

revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work 

that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s 

work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through 

fire. 

o This passage is the most straightforward text in all of scripture says Staples regarding 

Purgatory 

 
1 Staples, Tim. 2014. “Is Purgatory in the Bible?” Catholic Answers. 2014. https://www.catholic.com/magazine/online-

edition/is-purgatory-in-the-bible. 
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o Staples argues that this passage teaches purgatory because that which is burned up 

(impurities) can’t exist in heaven. 

o Its not hell, because the passage teaches souls will be saved. 

o “We Catholics simply specify the part of the judgment of the saved where imperfections are 

purged as “Purgatory.”2 

o Work’s worthy of being burned up are sins. 

• “Most importantly, however, this idea of “works” being “burned up” apart from 

the soul that performed the work contradicts the text itself. The text does say 

the works will be tested by fire, but “if the work survives… he will receive a 

reward. If any man’s work is burned up, he shall suffer loss.” And, “he will be 

saved, but only as through fire” (Gr. dia puros). The truth is: both the works of 

the individual and the individual will go through the cleansing “fire” described 

by St. Paul in order that “he” might finally be saved and enter into the joy of the 

Lord. Sounds an awful lot like Purgatory.”3 

• Does 1 Cor. 3:11-15 Teach Purgatory?  

o This passage clearly teaches that works in service to the church will be examined 

o Paul like a “wise master builder” laid a foundation and another is building upon it. And to 

let each man be careful how he builds upon it. 

o On that Day, the fire of judgement will purify and test the quality of man’s work.  

o There will either be a reward or suffer a loss, but salvation is not affected.  

o Rather, it teaches that even though a person can have the peace of God and is justified by 

faith in Christ and can’t be damned to hell, our works will be judged on that day. 

 

 

 
2 Staples, Tim. 2014. “Is Purgatory in the Bible?” Catholic Answers. 2014. https://www.catholic.com/magazine/online-

edition/is-purgatory-in-the-bible. 
3 Ibid. 


