
Winter 2022 Newsletter 

DECEMBER 
 
 
12/10—Christmas Brunch 
          (Saturday) 
 
 
12/17  Angel Tree & Cocoa 
           Bar (Saturday) 

 
 

12/25 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 
 

 
JANUARY 

 
 

1/1/23—HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
 

1/23 Week  
Bible Studies Begin 

 
 

1/27—Winter/Spring 
         Kick-off “Soup’s On” 
         (Friday) 

 
 
 

FEBRUARY 
 
 

2/13—Valentine’s Day Event 
        “Chocolate Tasting &  

Paper Flowers” 
          (Monday) 

 
 

2/23-25  
 Leadership Training 2023 

Atlanta, GA 

CALENDAR 

CHRISTMAS 

BRUNCH 

Saturday 

December 10 

10:30am-12:30pm 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing  one 

another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 

thankfulness In your hearts to God.”  

- Colossians 3:16 

ABOUT THE EVENT 

This Christmas season, the ladies of Spring Meadows will worship together in spiritual song as 

we sing praises about our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  We will also learn the stories behind 

the hymns we sing at Christmastime.  All ladies — age 14 and above—are invited to attend this 

festive Christmas Brunch at church on Saturday, December 10, from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm.   

Bring a friend!  Childcare will be provided. 

MENU 

Charcuterie Boxes 

Fancy Breads 

Christmas Desserts 

         RSVP — Please sign up for this Brunch, or notify Kristi Schmid (702) 844-0874 



 

SMPC Women’s Council Meeting Highlights 

 

Meet April! 
Communications Chair 

SMPC Women’s Council 

April Stumme grew up in Michigan 

and went to college in Virginia be-

fore moving to Las Vegas with her 

husband Cliff in 2021. She and Cliff 

are proud parents to baby Annika. 

Along with caring for Annika, April 

works part time teaching college courses online.      

    In her free   time she enjoys cooking, thrift  

         Shopping, drinking tea, and playing  

                                the piano.  

The consensus of our Wednes-
day morning Bible Study group 
was that it was one of the best 
studies we have done in recent 
memory.  Why?  Just to start, 
the layout made the study very 
easy—having the scripture 
under consideration printed in 
the book itself was so helpful.  
The author’s daily layout of 
helping us each use the 3-step 
method of “Observation, Inter-
pretation, and Application” 
helped us organize our 
thoughts and remember the 
points that were being made, 
as well as leading to a lot of 
participation by each attendee.  
Her personal examples were 
relatable and memorable.  Her 
choice of quotes at the begin-
ning of each chapter were al-

ways thought-provoking.  And 
finally, her last lesson had us 
look through the entire book of 
Philippians and write down 
“Truths to Believe,” and 
“Exhortations to Live Out” for 
each chapter, which had the 
effect of summarizing the 
whole book. 
 
Overall, it was an interesting 
and well-written study that 
brought us to the final conclu-
sion that: 
 
“Our desire for joy is ultimately 
a desire for Jesus.” (p. 205) 
 
5 STARS to “In All Things” by 
Melissa B. Kruger! 
 
                          — Jane Russell 

Reflections on Fall Bible Study:   
“In All Things”  

by Melissa B. Kruger 

Dear Sisters in Christ,  
 

We met each month this fall to firm up plans for the Fall Kick-Off (“Growing in Koinonia”), the Baby Bottle cam-
paign for the Women’s Medical Resource Center, the Blessing Baskets event, Angel Tree and the Christmas Brunch.   We 
evaluated the surveys completed by attendees to the October retreat, and ideas expressed will be used to plan the next 
retreat.  Our annual budget request was approved by the Session.  We are blessed to have the financial resources to carry 
out the women’s ministry.  Thanks to all who support the General Fund through tithes and offerings.   
 

The 9-week Fall Bible study, “In All Things” by Melissa Kruger began during the last week of September.  All 40 
books were sold, plus some of you purchased books on Amazon.  We expect to purchase 45 books for the Winter study, 
“Our Light and Life: Identity in the Claims of Christ.  That 14-week study will start the third week of January.   

 

We are pleased to announce the Women’s Council now has a Communications Chairperson – April Stumme.   She 
is highly qualified to carry out this responsibility as she was a Communications major and currently teaches Writing.  
Please join us in thanks to April, for using her gifts to serve our Lord and our church.   

 

At our November meeting I shared with the Council a report prepared several years ago by Shawnee Vetanovetz.  
It’s a detailed spreadsheet of all the Women’s Ministry Officers, Themes and Goals, Bible Studies and Workshops, Retreats 
and Regional Conferences – from 2011-2021.  This is an invaluable tool to refer to as we plan activities for the women at 
SMPC.  Thank you, Shawnee, for sharing that report with us.  We will keep it up-to-date.   

 

Please note the calendar for upcoming events, and plan on joining us for the Christmas Brunch, Angel Tree and 
Bible studies in January.   

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!   
 

Blessings, 
Karen Guest 



SMPC 

Winter  

Bible Study 

“Our Light and Life:   

Identity in the Claims of 

Christ” 

by Becky Kiern 

ABSTRACT 

“Who am I?” is the fundamental question we often 
ask, but Jesus did not need to ask it.  The identity of 
Christ was not dependent on what He did, who He was 
with, or how others saw Him.  Jesus was the only per-
son in history who was completely secure in  His iden-
tity.  In this 14-week study we will dig into Scripture to 
find not only who Jesus claimed to be, but also who He 
has created you to be, because there is no real 
knowledge of self without a knowledge of God.   

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
 
Becky Kiern is a graduate of Covenant Theo-
logical Seminary (2011).  She has served on 
staff and in volunteer roles at churches in 
Knoxville, TN, St Louis, MO, and Nashville, TN.  
She is passionate about discipleship, most 
often taking the form of teaching, developing 
and coaching leaders or creating written re-
sources.   

Dates and times: This 14-week winter study begins the week of January 23, 2023 and ends the week of 

April 24, 2023, allowing for weeks off for Easter and Spring Break.  Discussion leaders are Barb Kalb, Terri 
Kelley, Shawnee Vetanovetz and Jessica Salinas.  The book costs $12.  Signup sheets are at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please sign up for the study you wish to attend.  Childcare is available with reservation at the 
Thursday am study led by Terri Kelley. 

 Because scripture leads us to Christ (Deut. 32:47 and John 1:14), 

 Because it is a means of grace God uses to conform us to Christlikeness (Heb. 4:12 
and Westminster Larger Catechism A. 155). 

 Because it helps us to help others apply God’s word to their lives, and teach others to 
discern truth from error (Ezra 7:10 and Acts 17:11). 

 Because it helps us to hide God’s word in our hearts. (Ps. 119, Josh. 1:8 and Ps. 19:14), 

 Because it is one of the ways we can encourage our sisters to love the Lord and their 
neighbor, and to walk in the good works that God has prepared for them 
(Westminster Confession of Faith 26.1, Heb. 10:24-25 and Eph. 2:10). 

5 Reasons You Should Study the Bible  

(alongside your Spring Meadows sisters) 
 



PCA Women’s Ministry Love Gift Legacy 2022-2023 

 

 

 

 

In February our church will highlight the Love Gift – WIVES OF ELDERS (WE).  WE is a new ministry initia-
tive under the Christian Discipleship Ministries (CDM) umbrella of the PCA, our church’s denomination.  
The purpose is to connect, serve, and strengthen PCA ruling and teaching elders’ wives.  WE serves as a 
relational hub, gathering women together in fellowship and discipling them with resources that will 
better equip them to navigate their roles.  As we seek to strengthen ministry wives, it is our prayer that 
marriages will be strengthened and that, in turn, the church will be built up.  Partnering with CDM in 
the WE Love Gift Legacy is an investment in the lives of ministry wives: 

 To connect women to one another; 

 To gather women for mutual encouragement and support; 

 To coordinate care with other PCA Committees and Agencies; and 

 To develop a team of seasoned ministry wives to disciple elders’ wives for long-term 
ministry. 

On November 4, the UNLV 
Intervarsity girls met at our 
church for their Friday 
night out gathering.  Emma 
Schmid led the festivities, 
starting out with songs.  
The quintet was Emma, 
Beka Unangst, Ruta Jane 
Comegys, and Lois Sum-

mers on guitar.  We listened to testimonies 
from Terri Kelley and Jessica Salinas on their 
university experiences with Intervarsity.  Teri 
Anderson gave a devotion on the Kingdom of 
God and the Church.   All three speakers en-
couraged the girls to be part of a local church 

because it equips God’s people to proclaim 
the gospel in word and deed.  It was a lot of 
fun watching the girls try out Mary Kay prod-
ucts.   We provided a generous amount of 
food, the remainder of which was scarfed up 
by the Intervarsity boys who joined the fes-
tivities.  All told, the party ended around mid-
night!  We are thankful that we are able to 
open the church to this 
ministry.  Thank you, 
Kristi Schmid, for making 
this event happen, and 
thanks to all who con-
tributed delicious meals 
and their presence.   

MISSIONS AND OUTREACH CORNER 

Intervarsity Girls Event 

Scripture Cake Recipe 



This loaf cake recipe was found in the turn-of-the-century Queen of Appalachia Cook Book written by Louisa Rob-
erts Platt.  The original recipe yields one loaf, but can make two loaves.  Each Bible verse loosely describes an ingre-
dient; parenthetical hints and clarifications are found below.  
 
INGREDIENTS: 

  

DIRECTIONS: 
 

1.  a large bowl, mix honey, butter and sugar.  Beat and add eggs one at a time, beating well with each 
egg.   

2. In a separate bowl, sift together 3 cups of the flour, plus the spices, salt and baking powder.  Combine 
with the creamed mixture alternately with milk, starting and ending with flour.   

3. In a separate bowl, coat the figs, raisins and almonds with the remaining ½ cup flour and mix that into 
the batter.  Spoon the batter into a greased 9” x 5” loaf pan.    

4. Bake in a preheated oven at 350° for 1 ½ hours.  Cool first in the pan, then pull the loaf out and cool 
on a wire rack.   

Our next song is “Angels We Have Heard Get High.” 

~~ 

This afternoon there will be a meeting in the South and North ends of the church.  Children will be 
baptized at both ends.   

~~ 

For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery downstairs.   

~~ 

Thursday night – Potluck supper.  Prayer and medication to follow.   

~~ 

Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm at church.  Please use large double doors at the side entrance. 

~~ 

During the absence of our pastor, we enjoyed the rare privilege of hearing a good sermon when 
A.B. Doe supplied our pulpit.   

~~ 
 

FUNNY CHURCH BULLETIN BLOOPERS 

1 cup Judges 5:25 (a) 

2 cups Jeremiah 6:20 (b) 

6 Tbsp. I Samuel 14:25 (c)  

6 Jeremiah 27:11 (d) 

3 1/2 cups 1 Kings 4:22 (e)  

2 tsp. Amos 4:5 (f) 

Pinch Leviticus 2:13 (g) 

Season to taste with II Chronicles 9:9 (h) 

1 cup Judges 4:19 (i) 

2 cups Nahum 3:12 (j) 

2 cups I Samuel 30:12 (k) 

2 cups Numbers 17:8 (l) 

a. butter; b. sugar; c. honey; d. eggs; e. flour; f. baking powder; g. salt; h. spices:  ½ tsp. ground cinnamon,  

¼ tsp. each ground cloves, ginger, and nutmeg;  i. milk; j. chopped dried figs; k. raisins; l. chopped almonds. 

 



Baby Bottle Campaign for the 

Women’s Medical Resource  

Center of Southern Nevada.   
 

Our church donated $980.16 to the WMRCSN.  PRAISE 

GOD!  The Center appreciates these donations that will help 

further their efforts to save the lives of unborn children and to 

share the love of Jesus Christ through spiritual, physical, emo-

tional and educational support to its clients.  Please keep the 

Center in your prayers and consider how you can join in the 

effort toward preserving the sanctity of life by volunteering in 

projects at the Center.    

As we approach Jesus’ birthday this 

Christmas, we want to share our love for 

the Lord by hosting this event for the 

children of parents who are in prison. 

These parents are unable to be 

with their children, and are not in a posi-

tion to give them Christmas presents. 

Think how hard this is for their children, 

not to be with Daddy or Mommy. 

Through the Angel Tree ministry of Pris-

on Fellowship, Spring Meadows hopes to 

spread some cheer to these children. 

 

The Angel Tree Community Party is an 

event for all Spring Meadows families 

(women, men and children) and for kids 

receiving Angel Tree gifts, and their care-

givers. We will have 33 angels (children 

from Angel Tree) receiving gifts, depend-

ing upon which caregivers respond. Our 

church Angel Tree is set up 

in the sanctuary. Spring 

Meadows families have 

chosen an angel from the 

tree and purchased gifts 

ranging around $25 per 

child. We will also have 

small gifts wrapped and 

available for every child who attends the 

party. 

 

At the party we will have a yummy Hot 

Cocoa Bar and decorated, themed craft 

tables. This will be a lot of fun for the 

children to let their creative juic-

es flow. Themes are nativity 

crafts, toys (teddy bears, 

nutcrackers), winter animals (polar 

bears, penguins), snowballs and igloos 

(snowflakes), and candies (candy canes, 

gum drops).  The Women’s Ministry en-

courages ALL in our church family to par-

ticipate in the Angel Tree Party. It’s our 

opportunity to reach out to incarcerated 

parents and their children, and help 

meet their physical, emotional, and spir-

itual needs through Christ during a diffi-

cult time of separation from their loved 

ones. 

Angel Tree Community 

Party  

and Cocoa Bar 
 

Saturday, December 17 
7:00-8:30pm 

Be creative in 

MATH! 



December 
Janice Love   December 1 
Grace Johnson   December 5 
Terri Hafen   December 10 
Emma Galvin   December 13 
Michelle Cools   December 15 
Irene Kim   December 16 
Gwennan Turner   December 20 
Evelyn Thomas   December 23  
Judy Brandt   December 31 
 
January 
Teri Anderson   January 4 
Elise Dugan   January 9 
Eliza Moe   January 10 
Karen Guest   January 20 

 
Catherine Kelley   January 21 
Sakura Gastaldo   January 26   
Rebecca Unangst   January 28  
 
February 
Makayla Palmer Lavender  February 8 
Dara Wynn   February 22 
 
March 
Jane McGuire   March 4     
Kathy McGuire   March 10 
Lynda Jennings   March 13 
Kelly Hoover   March 16 
Wendy Lattner   March 16 
Mitchi Thomas   March 26 

“Give thanks to 
the LORD, for He 
is good.  His love 
endures forever.”  

    Psalm 136:1 

Blessing Baskets 
                                           

               On Saturday, November 19, the Women’s  
                  Ministry hosted an event to prepare 17 Blessing  

                     Baskets that were given to families for Thanksgiving.  We  
                     also decorated the Angel Tree Christmas tree.   About 15 women  

                     and several men came to put everything together, wrap and deliver the  
                     baskets.  The generosity of the Spring Meadows Church family in donating such  
             a rich bounty of food, fruit, teas, candy, goodies, books and encouraging cards is a  
                 testament to God working in His people to share the love of Christ with others.  

 

                                                                            THANK YOU! 

And thank you to Eliza Moe and her team for coordinating this event! 

Did you find all the places where the Christmas Mouse  visited? 



A community of people believing the gospel of grace, seeking to live by 

it, and make it known for God’s glory 

The Spring Meadows Women’s Ministry Newsletter 

Is available quarterly. 

 

Issues are in the box at the back of the sanctuary  

and posted on the Church website (facebook.com/SMPCLV) 

Please forward articles, pictures, and calendar items for the next edition to: 

 

karenguest35@gmail.com 

 

Karen Guest, Editor-in-Chief 

Lois Summers, Creative Director 

Elise Dugan, Banner Design 

            SMPC Women’s Council 

 Karen Guest, President (813-428-4128) 

 Jessica Salinas, Vice President  (702-465-6089) 

 Kristi Schmid, Fellowship (702-844-0874) 

 Eliza Moe, Mercy (719-235-1791) 

 Beka Unangst, Treasurer (702-349-1608) 

 Catherine Kelley, Secretary (702-539-3357) 

 April Stumme, Communications (616-432-1370 


