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1) Retirement in America: 

 

 

 

2) What is the Biblical View: 
The short answer is that the Bible doesn't mention retirement. 

Age and infirmity could limit work opportunities, but there is 

nothing in Scripture that indicates a person should work a 

certain number of years, save money, and suddenly stop 

working, enjoying a life of leisure. 

 

  Numbers 8:24-26 : “This applies to the Levites: from twenty-five 

years old and upward they shall come to do duty in the service of 

the tent of meeting. And from the age of fifty years they shall 

withdraw from the duty of the service and serve no more.  They 

minister[b] to their brothers in the tent of meeting by keeping guard, 

but they shall do no service. Thus shall you do to the Levites in 

assigning their duties.” 

 

  Moses:  Moses lived to be 120 years old (Deuteronomy 34:7), but it 

wasn't until he was 80 years old (Exodus 7:7) that God called him to 

lead His people out of Egypt.  The first 40 years of his life were spent in 

Egypt, learning first from his mother about God (for 12 years), and then 

learning from Pharaoh the skills needed to run Egypt.  When Moses was 

about 40 he saw one of his own people being beaten, and he tried to take 

things into his own hands.  He killed the Egyptian and because of this 

impulsive act he had to flee from Egypt and from Pharaoh. Moses spent 

the next 40 years working as a shepherd for Jethro in Midian.  When 
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Moses was 80 years old God told him to return to Egypt and He would 

free the Israelites from slavery.   

 

 Daniel: Contrary to what much of modern art depicts, most 

scholars believe that Daniel was a fairly old man, likely in his early 

80’s when he was thrown into the lion’s den. 
 

John on Patmos: John was a prisoner on Patmos because he was 

preaching about Jesus and that He, Jesus, had been raised from the 

dead. John had the visions described in Revelation about AD95. 

He would have been in his 90’s by this time.  

  

3) Redeeming the Time: Colossians 4:5 “Walk in wisdom 

toward outsiders, making the best use of the time.  Let your speech 

always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how 

you ought to answer each person. 

 

The question is how do we best use our retirement years in service 

to the Lord and His people.   

 

 

4) An MTW Missionaries Perspective 

 

 


