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• Origins of Purgatory 

o A Judaizing Spirit (According to Hodge).  

▪ “…the Jewish doctrine of Sheol, or of an intermediate state, had not been adopted by many of the 

fathers, together with the other elements of the corrupt Judaism of the apostolic age. We accordingly 

find that as the Jews, contrary to the teaching of their own Scripture, held that the souls of those who 

died before the coming of the Messiah descended into Sheol, and there awaited the advent of the 

Redeemer, so the Christians began to believe, contrary to the teaching of their Scriptures, that the 

souls of believers at death, instead of passing into glory, are shut up in Hades, awaiting the second 

coming of Christ.1 

o Uncertainty regarding the return of Christ (According to Berkoff) 

▪ “In the measure in which it became apparent the Parousia of Christ was a far distant event, it 

became increasingly difficult to maintain the idea of hades as a merely temporary and provisional 

habitation of the dead”2 

o Some early Church Fathers spoke of a purifying fire, which some of them located in paradise, and others 

associated with the final conflagration.”  

▪ Origen’s view was that hades (translation of “hell” in Greek), Gehenna, and the final conflagration at 

the end of the world, as a purifying fire.3   

• Conflagration: an extensive fire which destroys a great deal of land or property. 

▪ Several of the later Greek & Latin Church Fathers, such as the three Cappadocians, Ambrose, 

Ephraem, Augustine, and others, entertained the idea of purgatorial fire in the intermediate state.4   

• 3 Cappadocians 

o Basil the Great (330-379), Bishop of Caesarea 

o Gregory of Nyssa (335-395) (Basil’s younger brother) Bishop of Nyssa 

o Gregory of Nazianzus (329-389) Patriarch of Constantinople  

▪ Ambrose (339-397) Bishop of Milan 

▪ Ephraem (306-373)  

▪ Augustine (354-430) Bishop of Hippo 

o Gregory the Great considered the doctrine of purgatory as an “unquestioned belief”. “It is to be believed that 

there is, for some light faults, a purgatorial fire before the judgment.”5 

▪ Pope Gregory I (540-604) 

• Punishments for Sin 

o Eternal Punishment: The penalty for unrepented mortal sin, separating the sinner from communion with 

God for all eternity; the condemnation of the unrepentant sinner to hell (1035)6 

o Mortal Sins: A grave infraction of the law of God that destroys the divine life in the soul of the sinner 

(sanctifying grace), constituting a turn away from God. For a sin to be mortal, three conditions must be 

present: grave matter, full knowledge of the evil of the act, and full consent of the will (1855, 1857).7 

o Temporal Punishment: Purification of the unhealthy attachments to creatures, which is a consequence of 

sin that perdures even after death. We must be purified either during our earthly life through prayer and 

conversion which comes from fervent charity, or after death in purgatory (1472).8  
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o Venial Sins: Sin which does not destroy the divine life in the soul, as does mortal sin, though it diminishes 

and wounds it (1855). Venial Sin is the failure to observe necessary moderation, in lesser matters of the 

moral law, or in grave matters acting without full knowledge of complete consent (1862).9 

• The forgiveness of sins and restoration of communion with God entail the remission of the eternal punishment of sin, 

but temporal punishment of sin remains. While patiently bearing sufferings and trials of all kinds and, when the 

day comes, serenely facing death, the Christian must strive to accept this temporal punishment of sin as a grace. He 

should strive by works of mercy and charity, as well as by prayer and the various practices of penance, to put off 

completely the “old man” and to put on the “new man”10 

o Purgatory: A state of final purification after death and before entrance into heaven for those who died in 

God’s friendship, but were only imperfectly purified; a final cleansing of human imperfection before one is 

able to enter the joy of heaven (1031; 1472)11 

o Expiation: The act of redemption and atonement for sin which Christ won for us by the pouring out of his 

blood on the cross, by his obedient love “even to the end” (Jn. 13:1) (433, 616, 1475). The expiation of sins 

continues in the mystical Body of Christ and the communion of saints by the joining our human acts of 

atonement to the redemptive action of Christ, both in this life and in Purgatory.12 

• Who is Purgatory for? 

o All who die in God's grace and friendship, but still imperfectly  

purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death  

they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to  

enter the joy of heaven (1030).13         

o This punishment is not the same punishment that is intended for damned.  

o Purgatory is that place of purification where temporal punishment is administered for all the venial sins that 

were not covered by when the forgiveness of sins for eternal punishment dealt with.  

• Is purgatory a particular place rather than a state, or a state rather than a particular place?14 

o No decision or judgment of the church is conclusive 

o Nevertheless it should be known that in the opinion of the majority of theologians the torments of purgatory 

consist in part on those of fire, or, at least, in such as are analogous to the pain produced by fire. We will add 

that, according to Saint Augustine and Saint Thomas, whose opinion is generally adopted (dont le sentiment 

est assez suivi), the pains of purgatory surpass those of this life.15 
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