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The Creeds, Confessions and Catechisms – Lesson Two 

Adult Sunday School – October 30, 2022 
 

Introduction 

 

During the first study we laid the groundwork for the reasoning for having creeds.   

• Simplistic unalienable statements of faith based on biblical truth 

• Doxological truths that counter and negate heretical teachings and influence 

• Baptismal statements of faith, based on above points 

• Lack of written word (not long, complicated statements) 

• Use for those who are illiterate – This was common 

 

A word about Apostolic succession.  There are: 

• Apostles refers to the those who were directly appointed by Christ himself for a special purpose 

and those having witnessed (i.e., eye-witness) Christs resurrection and commissioned and 

empowered by the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ through the agency of the Holy Spirit.   

o Usually, this is limited to the original 12 but Paul calls himself and some others as 

Apostles as is indicated by Luke. Limited number. 

o Paul uses the term in 1 Corinthians 12:28 but that is because he considered himself to 

be an apostle in addition to the 12. Rom 16: 7 “are considered outstanding 

among…”(NIV) or “well known to the…”. 

• So, the term Apostolic succession is not necessarily a biblical viewpoint although proponents 

point to some biblical items but more on tradition – Lineage of Bishops back to the 12.    

• And we often see it today.  The Roman Catholic and Orthodox church include this terminology.  

Other Pentecostal and cultic religions tend to add this to create a sense of authority to leaders.  

To be sure the teaching is Apostolic (Eph 2:20) but the person is not. 

 

A word about the earliness of creedal statements… 

• Biblical scholars (Gary Habermas) will state that there are creedal statements in the Gospels, 

Paul’s, Peters, and the writer of Hebrews epistles.  And in a sense, during and shortly after 

Jesus’ death and resurrection. Additionally, 80% of all creedal statements in the NT are 

Gospel/Christological. 

o The earliest Christology is the highest Christology 

o Mark 14: 61-64 (written in the 50s or early 60s, allegedly a writer for Peter) 

 
60 And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer to make? What 

is it that these men testify against you?” 61 But he remained silent and made no answer. Again, the 

high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” 62 And Jesus said, “I Am, 

and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of 

heaven.” 63 And the high priest tore his garments and said, “What further witnesses do we 

need? 64 You have heard his blasphemy. What is your decision?” And they all condemned him 

as deserving death.  
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Shema (To hear listen and obey – Jewish Confession of Faith).  Deuteronomy 6:4-9  

6 4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD (Jehovah) our God (Yahweh), the LORD is one.[b] 5 You shall love 

the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these 

words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your 

children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and 

when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall 

be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on 

your gates. 

** Or the Lord our God is One Lord 

Acts 2 (Luke wrote this in early 60s) – Approx. 25-30 years after Jesus’ death & resurrection 
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all 

who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 15 For these people are 

not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day.[b] 16 But this is what was uttered 

through the prophet Joel: 

17 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

    and your young men shall see visions, 

    and your old men shall dream dreams; 
18 even on my male servants and female servants 

    in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 
19 And I will show wonders in the heavens above 

    and signs on the earth below, 

    blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 
20 the sun shall be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood, 

    before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 
21 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty 

works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves 

know— 23 this Jesus,[c] delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you 

crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, 

because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 25 For David says concerning him, 

“‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

    for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 
26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

    my flesh also will dwell in hope. 
27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%206&version=ESV#fen-ESV-5091b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26953b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26961c
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    or let your Holy One see corruption. 
28 You have made known to me the paths of life; 

    you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

29 “Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was 

buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had 

sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 31 he foresaw 

and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his 

flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being 

therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the 

Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34 For David did not 

ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

“Sit at my right hand, 
35     until I make your enemies your footstool.”’ 

36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and 

Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and 

said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 

1 Corinthians (written about 55 AD), 1 Cor. 8: 6-7 
6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one 

Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 7 However, not all 

possess this knowledge. But some, through former association with idols, eat food as really offered 

to an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled.  

 

The Old Roman Rule of Faith (Baptismal confession thought to be in use in 2nd century) 

• We discussed this superficially last week.   

• Time went on and various heresies / other creedal statement were made. Something had to be 

done to counter various heresies concerning the nature of Jesus Christ and put order into the 

Christian teaching. 

 

The Council of Niceae (325 AD) 

• The Council of Nicaea occurred in 325 AD brought together by the Roman Emperor 

Constantine. First of the seven ecumenical councils in the history of Christendom. 

o Promulgate doctrinal uniformity 

▪ Discuss the Arian controversy – Heresy stating Jesus is a created being. (Is Jesus 

Christ begotten or created) in the Eastern churches. 

▪ Arianism (Koinē Greek: Ἀρειανισμός, Areianismós) is a Christological doctrine first 

attributed to Arius (c. AD 256–336), a Christian presbyter from Alexandria, Egypt 

Arian theology holds that Jesus Christ is the Son of God who was begotten by God 

the Father with the difference that the Son of God did not always exist but was 

begotten within time by God the Father, therefore Jesus was not co-eternal with 
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God the Father.  This then suggests that Jesus Christ was subordinate to the Father. 

(Taken from Wikipedia) 

o Resulted in a brief statement about the relationship between God the Father and God 

the Son.  

o Date of Easter celebration 

o Meletian schism 

o Various matters of church discipline and operation 

 

Arguments for Arianism (Taken from Wikipedia). According to surviving accounts, the 

presbyter Arius argued for the supremacy of God the Father, and maintained that the Son of God 

was created as an act of the Father's will, and therefore that the Son was a creature made by God, 

begotten directly of the infinite eternal God. Arius's argument was that the Son was God's first 

production, before all ages, the position being that the Son had a beginning, and that only the 

Father has no beginning. Arius argued that everything else was created through the Son. Thus, said 

the Arians, only the Son was directly created and begotten of God; and therefore there was a time 

that he had no existence. Arius believed that the Son of God was capable of his own free will of 

right and wrong, and that "were He in the truest sense a son, He must have come after the Father, 

therefore the time obviously was when He was not, and hence He was a finite being", and that he 

was under God the Father. Therefore, Arius insisted that the Father's divinity was greater than the 

Son's. The Arians appealed to Scripture, quoting biblical statements such as "the Father is greater 

than I" (John 14:28), and also that the Son is "firstborn of all creation" (Colossians 1:15).  

 

Arguments against Arianism (Taken from Wikipedia). The opposing view stemmed from the idea 

that begetting the Son is itself in the nature of the Father, which is eternal. Thus, the Father was always a 

Father, and both Father and Son existed always together, eternally, coequally and consubstantially. The 

contra-Arian argument thus stated that the Logos was "eternally begotten", therefore with no 

beginning. Those in opposition to Arius believed that to follow the Arian view destroyed the unity of 

the Godhead and made the Son unequal to the Father. They insisted that such a view was in 

contravention of such Scriptures as "I and the Father are one" (John 10:30) and "the Word was God" 

(John 1:1), as such verses were interpreted. They declared, as did Athanasius, that the Son had no 

beginning but had an "eternal derivation" from the Father and therefore was coeternal with him and 

equal to God in all aspects. 

 

Principally, the dispute between Trinitarianism and Arianism was about: 

• Has the Son always existed eternally with the Father or was the Son begotten at a certain time 

in the past? 

• Is the Son equal to the Father or subordinated to the Father? 

 

For Constantine, these were minor theological points that stood in the way of uniting the 

Empire, but for the theologians, it was of huge importance; for them it was a matter of 

providing truthful and correct teaching on the doctrine of salvation.  

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_will_in_theology#Christianity
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The First Council of Constantinople 

• The first Council of Constantinople in 381 AD instigated by Emperor Theodosius I 

• Main purpose was to unify the Eastern and Western churches 

• Arianism was not ended and many Arians, or semi-Arians were able to “weasel” around the 

wording of the Nicene Creed.  More editions were made to the version in 325 AD as a reaction 

to continuing Gnostic controversies and heresies. 

• Further, there needed to be more structure on Godhead of the Holy Spirit, and these 

statements were added. 

• Thus, the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed. 

 

 

 

Niceno - Constantinopolitan Creed (Often mis-named as the Nicene Creed) 

I believe in one God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

And of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the father before all 

worlds; 

God of (or from) God, Light of (or from) Light, Very God of (or from) Very God; 

Begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things are made. 

Who for us men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; 

And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 

He suffered and was buried; 

On the third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures; 

And ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father; 

And He shall come again, with glory, to judge living in the dead; 

Whose Kingdom shall have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life; 

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 

Who with the Father and the Son, together, is worshipped and glorified; 

Who spoke by [through] the prophets; 

And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church; 

I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 

And I look for [toward] the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 

Amen 
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Let’s unpack this …. 

 

I believe in one God the Father Almighty,  

• Deuteronomy 6:4 “Hear Oh Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One”. 

• Matt 6: 9-14 “Our Father in Heaven, Holy is your name” 

• Mark 14: 36 “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you” 

• Psalm 89: 8 “O Lord of hosts, who is mighty as you are” 

• Gen 17: 1 “I am God Almighty, walk before me and be blameless…” 

• Job 40: 1 “Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty?” 

 

Maker of heaven and earth; 

• Genesis 1: 1 ”In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” 

• Job 38: 4-7 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?” 

• Romans 1: 20 “His invisible qualities namely his eternal power and divine nature have been 

clearly perceived since the creation of the world” (ESV) “For since the creation of the world 

Gods invisible qualities…”(NIV)  

• Isa 40: 28 “The Lord is an everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth” 

 

And of all things visible and invisible 

• Col 1: 15-16 “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by Him all 

things were created in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible whether thrones or dominions 

or rulers or authorities – All things were created through him and for him.  And he is before all 

things and in him all things hold together 

• John 1:3 “All things were made through Him and without Him was not any thing made that was 

made”. 

 

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the father before 

all worlds; 

• Mark 1:1 “The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God”. 

• John 1: 1-2 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without 

him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life,[a] and the life was the light of 

men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26038a
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God of (or from) God, Light of (or from) Light, Very God of (or from) Very God; 

Begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things are made. 

• Phil 2: 6 and 11 “Who, though He was in the form of God” and “Jesus Christ is Lord” 

• 2 Cor: 4: 5 “the light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God”. 

• Acts 2: 36 “let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made him both Lord and 

Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified” 

• John 1: 14 and 18 “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, we have seen His 

glory, the glory of the One and Only who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

• Col 1: 15-18 and 2:9 “For in Him the whole fullness of the deity dwells bodily….” 

• Heb 1: 1-7 (Read this one) 

• Rev 1: 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, say the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 

come, the Almighty”. 

• John 17: 5 “with the glory that I had with you before the world existed”  

• Mark 14: 62 (Dan 7:13), John 7 :28, John 8:58, 10:30, 16:28, Mark 1:1, 1 John 4:15, Heb 5:5 

• Athanasius was the defender of this important truism 

 

Who for us men and our salvation, came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 

• Philippians 2: 6-11 “who though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 

thing to be grasped” 

• 1 Corinthians 15: 3 – 6 “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: That 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures that was buried, and he was raised on 

the third day in accordance with the scriptures and that he appeared do Cephas then to the 

twelve and then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time. 

• Titus 2: 11 “For the grace of God has appeared bringing salvation for all people” 

• Luke 1 and 2 – Born of the Virgin Mary 

• 1Tim 4:10, 1 Tim: 1:15, Acts 4:12 

 

He was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered, died and was buried; 

• Any of the Gospels: 

• Luke 23 and 24, Mark 15, Matthew 27 and 28, John 19 and 20 

 

On the third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures; 

• Acts 2: 32-33 “This Jesus God raised up and of that we all are witnesses.  

• 1 Corinthians 15: 4 and 12 “that He was buried and he was raised on the third day in accordance 

with the scriptures” and “Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of 

you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?” 

• 1 Thess 4: 14-16 “for since we believe that Jesus died and rose again even so, through Jesus, 

God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep” 
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He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father; 

• Acts 2: 33 “Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God” 

• Philippians 2: 6-11 (Read – Humiliation and Exaltation) 

• Heb 1: 3 “He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high” 

• Eph 1: 20-21 “…which He exerted in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him 

at His right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, 

and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also the one to come” (NIV) 

• Heb 12:2 “…and is seated at right hand of the throne of God” 

 

He Shall come again, with glory, to judge the living and the dead; 

• 1 Corinthians 11: 26 “…for as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 

Lord’s death until He comes” 

• 1 Thessalonians 4: 16 “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command” 

• Col 3: 4 ”…also will appear with Him in Glory” 

• 2 Tim 4: 1 “I charge you with the presence of God and the Christ Jesus, who is to judge the 

living and the dead” 

Whose kingdom will have no end; 

• Luke 1: 33 “…and of His kingdom, there will be no end”. 

• 2 Peter 1: 11 “…entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” 

• Hebrews 12: 28 “…a kingdom that cannot be shaken” 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life; 

• Acts 2: 33 and 38  

• Matt 12: 31 “blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven” 

• Matt 28: 19 “baptizing in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 

• John 1: 33 “This is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit”  

• John 6: 63 “It is the Spirit who gives life, the flesh is no help at all” 

• Rom 8: 9-11 (Read this) “…the Spirit is life because of righteousness” 

• Gen 1: 2 “…and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters” 

 

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son; Who with the Father and the Son, together, is 

worshipped and glorified; 

• We just read…. 

 

Who spoke by the prophets; 

• Luke 1: 67 – 79 Zechariah is moved by the Spirit and He claims the Spirit of God spoke through 

the prophets from old.  

• Acts 1: 1-3 The Spirit of God spoke through the prophets 

• Acts 7: 51-53 – Stephen connects rejecting the prophets with rejecting the Holy Spirit. 

• 1 Peter 1: 12 “…who preached the good news through the Holy Spirit” 
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And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church 

• Catholic – Universal Gal 3: 26-28, Eph 1:22 – Christ is the head of the church.  There is no 

exclusion based on the flesh, only by the Faith and the Spirit of God. 

• Apostolic – Church based on Christ and then the Apostles (Eph 2:20) 

 

I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins 

• Baptism into Jesus Christ – Solus Christus.  1 Corinthians 15 (again) and 1 Tim 1:15 

 

And I look for [toward] the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 

Amen 

• 1 Corinthians 15: 12 “Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you 

say that there is no resurrection of the dead?” 

• John 11: 25-26 “I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in me, though he dies, yet 

shall he live and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.” 

• 1 Thess 4: 16-17 “…and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will 

be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air” 

• Revelation – Entire Book proclaims this fact 
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APPENDIX 
 

Apostle’s Creed  

(From VanDixhoorn, C. 2022. Creeds, Confessions, and Catechisms. Crossway Pub.) 

 

• Modern scholars believe that this is actually a shortened version of the “Nicene creed” that was 

enacted in 381 AD.  But that is an oversimplification to be exact in what things are called. 

• Items in red are to emphasize common differences in specific words compared to other 

Apostles Creed versions for example, the version on www.crcna.org, and many others, do not 

have the inclusion of begotten.  Some denominations indicate descended to the dead instead 

of the original, descended into hell.  Some also add catholic Christian church than “just” 

catholic 

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ his only-begotten Son, our Lord; 

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, (and) born of the Virgin Mary; 

suffered under Pontius Pilate; 

was crucified, dead (died), and buried; 

he descended into hell (to the dead); 

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead; 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; 

the holy Catholic Church; 

the communion of Saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; 

and life everlasting. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.crcna.org/
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COMPARISON OF CONTEMPORARY “NICENE’ CREED USED BY CHURCHES TODAY 

(BOLD IS WHAT IS USED NOW) 

 

I believe in one God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

And of all things visible and invisible. 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is seen and unseen. 

 

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the father before all 

worlds; God of (or from) God, Light of (or from) Light, Very God of (or from) Very God; 

Begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things are made. 

 

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God.  Begotten, not 

made, one in Being with the Father. Through Him all things were made.  

 

Who for us men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; 

 
For us men and for our salvation, He came down from heaven by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, He was born of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 

 

And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 

He suffered and was buried; 

On the third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures; 

And ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father; 

 
For our sake, He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered, died and was 

buried.  On the third day, He rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures; He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right of the Father.  

 

And He shall come again, with glory, to judge living in the dead; 

Whose Kingdom shall have no end. 

 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead.  And His kingdom will 
have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life; 

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 

Who with the Father and the Son, together, is worshipped and glorified; 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son, He is worshiped and glorified.   
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Who spoke by [through] the prophets; 

And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church; 

 
He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

church.   

 

I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 

And I look for [toward] the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 

 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


