
The Ethics End-of-Life Care 
Intro: 

• Similarities to the ethics of abortion 
o defining personhood 
o balancing rights & suffering 
o reliance on general wisdom of medical knowledge & technology 

1. Ethical decisions to prolong or end a life 
2. Ethical priorities with respect to the costs of care 

 
Goals: 

• BIBLICALLY FAITHFUL 
• PASTORALLY SENSITIVE 
• CULTURALLY CONVERSANT 
• Focused on personal morality vs public policy 

 
Resources: 

• Readings in Christian Ethics – Clark & Rakestraw 
• Christian Ethics in Plain Language - Kerby Anderson 
• Medical Ethics – John Frame 

 
Questions on prolonging or ending life: 

• Euthanasia means “good death” but is it ever a good act?  Can we love our neighbor by killing them? 
o Does suffering or “quality of life” matter in our consideration? 

• Is there a moral difference with ending someone else’s life and ending your own? 
• Is there a moral difference between actively killing and passively allowing death by withholding care? 

o What if withholding care causes more pain and suffering? 
o Where does assisted suicide fall into this question?  Is the assistant responsible for anything? 
o Is it ever ok to abort a baby that will almost certainly die soon after birth? 

• Is there such a thing as “dying with dignity”? 
 
Questions on prioritizing the costs of care: 

• With limited resources, how do we make decisions and who makes them?   
• Should economic hardship or emotional trauma be considered, for either the patient or her family? 
• Could suicide be seen as martyrdom, to save your family from the economic burden or tough choices? 
• Is it moral to harvest organs or stem cells for the sake of younger people that could live longer? 

 
Challenging distinctions: 

• How do you define death vs a vegetative state?  
• Is the provision of necessities (food, hydration, air) more obligatory than medical care? 
• When is something permissible and when does it become obligatory?  

o What if we don’t know the will of the patient?   
• What are the limits of the sacred doctor-patient relationship? 
• What is a reasonable chance of recovery?  When is death considered imminent? 

 
  



Historically developed moral, medical & legal categorical distinctions: 
• sustaining life vs prolonging dying 

• killing vs letting die 

• double effect - intending to help vs harm 

• ordinary vs extraordinary means / natural vs unnatural care / necessities vs medical care 

• living will, durable power of attorney, and court-directed substituted judgment  

• biological vs biographical life 

 
Biblical and Christian worldview implications: 

• You shall not murder … the image of God - Gen 2, 9:6; Jam 3:9  

• autonomy and self-determination?? - 1 Cor 6:19-20 - You are not your own … glorify God in your body 

• personal responsibility 

• biblical view of death  

o death is unnatural, inevitable & (for the Christian) not final  

 Gen 2-3, Job 14:5, Ecc 3:2, Rom 5-6, 1 Cor 15, Heb 9:27 

o we have no reason to fear death - Rom 8:15; Heb 2:15; 2 Tim 1:7; 1 Jn 4:18 

o we are sometimes called to risk death and not always avoid it 

 Judg 9:53-54; John 10:11, 15:13; Acts 21:13; 2 Cor 5:6-8, 11:25-26; Phil 1:21-23 

• biblical view of suffering 

o we are sometimes called to endure suffering instead of avoiding it - 1 Cor 10:13  

o loving our neighbor includes relieving their suffering - Prov 31:6 

 So palliative care is a biblical value, not just prolonging of life 

o suffering does not render of life meaningless or valueless Rom 8:18; 2 Cor 4:8-10  

• love of neighbor includes actively doing good, not just avoiding evil - Gal 6:10 

• proximal responsibility – Lk 10, 1 Tim 5:8, Gal 6:10; SS class on financial management  

• Mosaic law shows gradations in intent, responsibility and guilt 


